
EPA Brownfield Grants   

A Tool for Community Revitalization 
 

Bibb Village on 2nd Avenue, Columbus, GA 



Introductions 

• Amanda M. Herrit, M.S., Senior Environmental Scientist 

 15 years; 10 years managing Brownfield projects 

 EPA Region 4 Brownfields experience – Assessment, Cleanup, 

and Revolving Loan Fund Grants 

 Serves as Project Manger of the Columbus Consolidated 

Government, GA EPA Grant 
 

 

 

 

 

• Dallas Whitmill, P.E., Senior Engineer 

 18 years;  over 10 years managing Brownfield projects 

 EPA Region 4 Brownfields experience – Assessment, Cleanup, 

and Revolving Loan Fund Grants 

 Extensive Site Remediation experience throughout the Southeast 

 Terracon Senior Associate and Environmental Department 

Manager 

 
 

 

 

 



Terracon Company Background 

• Established in 1965 

• 100% employee-owned firm 

• Environmental, Facilities, Geotechnical, & 

Materials Services 

• 4,500+ employees, over 150 offices nationwide 

 

 



• Our 1st EPA Brownfield Assessment Demonstration 

Pilot in 1995 

• 215 Cooperative Agreement funded projects in 8 EPA 

Regions 

• Brownfield projects are subject to EPA audits - 

Terracon has experienced $0 ineligible expense, $0 

client overruns 

• Managed 230 Cooperative agreement with 
~$57,000,000 fees 

 

  

Terracon – Brownfield Grant Experience 



1999 

John Deere 

Commons 

EPA Region 5a 

2001 

Victory 

Development 

EPA Region 6 

2001 

Victory 

Development 

EPA National 

People’s Choice 

1998 

The Quarry 

Development 

EPA National 

Grand Prize 

1998 

The Quarry 

Development 

EPA National 

People’s Choice 

 

1999 

The Quarry 

Development 

EPA Region 5 

2008 

Iowa River 

Landing 

EPA Region 7 

2008 

Iowa River 

Landing 

EPA National 

People’s Choice 

2006 

HQ Heifer 

International 

Revitalization 

EPA Region 6 

2012 

Commonwealth 

Dairy 

Revitalization 

EPA Region 1 

2005 

Ice Harbor / Port 

of Dubuque 

EPA Region 7 

2001 
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“They seek to recognize innovative yet practical remediation & development projects, which 

bring blighted, old commercial & industrial sites back to productive use … These groups have 

figured it out - & they are national models for each one of us.”  

- The Phoenix Committee 

On more Phoenix Project Teams than any other consultant  

2010 

Dell Center 

Revitalization 

EPA Region 6 
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“Brownfields are real property, the expansion, redevelopment, or 
reuse of which may be complicated by the presence or potential 
presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant, or contaminant.” 

BROWNFIELDS 



Brownfield Examples 
 

• Dry Cleaners 

• Former Gas Stations 

• Landfills 

• Illicit dump sites 

• Industrial Properties 

• Abandoned buildings 

• Junk Yards 

• Vacant Properties 

• Mine scarred and adjacent lands 

• Rail yards and adjacent facilities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Redevelopment Opportunities 

Knowledge of true site conditions 

makes property more marketable 

for redevelopment. 

 

Benefits of Brownfield Program 



“We don’t need clean property, we need property in 

which we can  have a high degree of confidence that 

there are no surprises and the worst (environmental) 

delays are behind us when we arrive.”    

 

- Private Developer, 2001. 

Benefits of Brownfield Program 

 Owner/Developer Benefits 

 



Redevelopment of Brownfield properties 

in your neighborhood can…. 
 

 Facilitate jobs 

 Increase local tax base 

 Help utilize existing infrastructure 

 Reduce blight 

 Improve & protect the environment 

Before 

After 

Hope Garden 

Benefits of Brownfield Program 

 Community Benefits 

 



Tools for Community Revitalization  
 Case Study – Columbus, Georgia  

Columbus 
Consolidated 
Government 
was awarded a 

 

$300,000 
 

Brownfield 
Assessment Grant  



Tools for Community Revitalization  
 Case Study – Columbus, Georgia  

Columbus Children’s Book Festival – 

MidTown Redevelopment Area 

Tuskegee Morehouse Parade –Uptown 

Redevelopment Area –from Ledger-Enquirer  

Columbus Waterfront–Uptown Redevelopment Area 

MidTown 

 

Uptown 

   
2nd Avenue 

Corridor 



North Highlands 

2nd Avenue Corridor  

Community Wide Assessment Grant 

City Village* 

Bibb Village* 

* Historic mill pictures from Columbus State University archives. 











 

Community 
Revitalization 

 

EPA Brownfield 
Assessment 

Grant 

City Village Tax 
Allocation 

District 

GA EPD 
Brownfield 

Program 

Federal, State, 
& Local  Grants 

 

Revitalization 
Plans 

   

2nd Avenue 
Overlay 
District 

Tools for Community Revitalization 

Historic Bibb City Mill 



Tools for Community Revitalization – 
Federal, State, and Local Grants  

 

Federal, State, & 
Local 

Grants 

 

Brownfield 
Assessment 
Grant (EPA) 

Roadside 
Enhancement 

and 
Beautification 
Grant (GDOT) 

HOME Grant 
(HUD) 

Community 
Development 
Block Grant 

(HUD) 

Georgia 
Organics Grant 

   

Targeted 
Brownfield 
Assessment 
Grant (EPA) 

Historic Bibb City Urban Garden–from Ledger-Enquirer  



Tools for Community Revitalization – 
Community-Based 

 

Community-Based 
Revitalization 

 

City Village 
Vision Plan 

Chase Home 
Revitalization 

Plan 

Bibb City 
Elementary 
Restoration 

Plan 

2nd Avenue 
Overlay 
District 

City Village Tax 
Allocation 

District 

   

Community 
Garden 



Georgia Brownfield Program 



Tools for Community Revitalization  
 Case Study – Pickens, SC 

City of  
Pickens, SC 

was announced as a 
recipient of a  

 

$300,000 
 

Brownfield 
Assessment Grant  



Pickens Doodle Park 

• Historic Rail Depot Building 

• No Funding Available for Site 

• Community Interested in 

Preserving History 



 

Community 
Revitalization 

 

EPA Brownfield 
Assessment 

Grant 

State Grants 

County Tax 
Grant 

Appalachian 
Regional 

Commission 

Private 
Funding 

   

Community 
Based Grants 

Tools for Community Revitalization 



Tools for Community Revitalization 
Funding Source Amount 

EPA Brownfield Clean Up Grant  $153,000 

South Carolina Recreational Trails Program 
Grant 

$125,000 

SC Dept. of Commerce Community 
Development Block Grant  

$205,555 

Pickens County Accommodation Tax Grant $7,000 

Appalachian Regional Commission $500,000 

Duke Energy Foundation Grant $13,000 

SC Municipal Association Grant $20,000 

SC Department of Energy $10,000 

Private Funding $100,000 

Total Funding $1,133,555 





 

Brownfield 
Funding 

 

EPA 
Brownfield 
Assessment 

Grants 
EPA 

Brownfield 
Cleanup 
Grants 

EPA 
Revolving 
Loan Fund 

Other Grants 

Private 
Funding 

   

EPA 
Brownfield 
Job Training 

Tools for Community Revitalization 
Case Study – Chattanooga, TN 



Tools for Community Revitalization 
McCallie Homes 



Tools for Community Revitalization 
Former Scholtz Tannery 



Tools for Community Revitalization 
EPB 



 

Community 
Revitalization 

 

EPA Brownfield 
Grants 

Tax Allocation 
Districts 

State 
Brownfield Tax 

Incentives 

Federal, State, 
& Local  Grants 

 

Revitalization 
Plans 

   

Overlay 
Districts 

Tools for Community Revitalization 
EPA Brownfield Grant Update 

• FY18 Omnibus Appropriations for 

Brownfields Utilization, 

Investment and Local 

Development (BUILD) Act of 

2018 

 

• $200 million per fiscal year 

through 2023 for brownfields 

redevelopment 

 

• An additional $50 million towards 

state response program funding 

each year. 
 

 



THANK  YOU 

Questions? 



Dallas Whitmill, P.E. 

Senior Engineer 

Dallas.Whitmill@terracon.com 
 

Amanda M. Herrit, M.S. 

Senior Environmental Scientist 

Amanda.Herrit@terracon.com 
 

51 Lost Mound Drive, Suite 135 
Chattanooga, TN 37406 
(423) 499-6111 
Terracon.com   
 

 


